
Beadnell 
 
Fleetham Shrunken Medieval Village 
 

 
 
Local List Code: BE2001 (ARCH) 
 
HER Site Name: Fleetham, shrunken medieval village 
 
HER Number: 4976 
 
OS Location: NU196283/NU195284/NU194283 
 
Description: Potential disputed earthwork remains of a medieval settlement with associated 
broad ridge and furrow east of farmhouse. Settlement well recorded in historical record. Granted 
to the Bamburgh cell of Nostell Priory during the 12th and 13 centuries, passing to the Forsters 
after the dissolution. 1580: four tenants liable for Border Service. 1698: three leaseholders and 
five cottagers. 1778: ten cottagers and three leaseholders. 1731: two farmers and Mill Farm. 
1795: estate divided between N and S sides farms and the mill. Armstrong's map of 1769 
indicates a hamlet on north side of Long Nanny Burn and mill to west. East Fleetham is a later 
foundation.  
 
There is a feature apparent in a field immediately N of West Fleetham Farm on images taken 
from Google Earth in 2016 but whether this is associated with the remains of the village is 
unclear. 
 
Criteria for inclusion: 

● 1a - Historic Interest: Important links to local social, cultural, religious, political or 
economic history 

● 4a - Archaeological Merit: Site contain above ground remains/earthworks 
● 4e - Archaeological Merit: Area of high archaeological potential 



 
 
 
Bronze Age Cairns 
 
Local List Code: BE2002 (ARCH) 
 
HER Site Name: Beadnell Links Bronze Age cairns 
 
HER Number: 5788 
 
OS Location: NU23042991/NU23022993 
 
Description: Two cairns discovered on Beadnell Links during the making of a caravan park in 
March 1970. Cairn one found at approximately NU 23042991. It consisted of a mound c12ft in 
diameter and 2ft high of sea-rolled cobbles retained by a kerb of larger stones covered with 
sea-blown sand over which a turf line had formed. No excavation was attempted due to 
extensive damage. Evidence for a cist and several undated inhumations were removed by 
machinery. 
 
Cairn two sited at approximately NU 23022993, at a centre to centre distance of 80ft N of cairn 
one. 19ft in diameter and 4ft high, of a similar construction to cairn one. A cist was excavated, 
proving to have been subsequently heightened and lengthened. It contained nineteen 
identifiable individuals, extended and flexed, the latest still articulated, lying above the disturbed 
remains of the earlier interments. The earliest burials were represented by decayed bone in the 
dark filling at the bottom of the phase one cist. The only dateable find was a Romano-British 
bronze penannular brooch from the shoulder of a still articulated burial with its head to the east. 
A cup-marked sandstone was found in the cairn material, 38cm x 360cm, displaying 29 small 
cups and a groove . Tentative dating of the cairn and burials indicates a possible re-use of a 
Bronze Age short cist in the Iron Age and Romano-British periods. 
 
Some of the skeletal remains may have been given to the institution then known as the Museum 
of Antiquities in Newcastle-Upon-Tyne in 1984 (accession number 1984.13). 
 
Criteria for inclusion: 

● 1a - Historic Interest: Important links to local social, cultural, religious, political or 
economic history 

● 4e - Archaeological Merit: Area of high archaeological potential 
  



 
 
Tughall Burn Crop Mark Enclosure 
 

 
 
Local List Code: BE2003 (ARCH) 
 
HER Site Name: Tughall Burn crop mark enclosure 
 
HER Number: 5792 
 
OS Location: NU200269 
 
Description: Double-ditched, rectilinear settlement/crop mark enclosure of defensive type on the 
low-lying coastal plain near Tughall. Photographed from the air in 1981. 
 
Criteria for inclusion: 

● 1a - Historic Interest: Important links to local social, cultural, religious, political or 
economic history 

● 4a - Archaeological Merit: Site contain above ground remains/earthworks 
● 4e - Archaeological Merit: Area of high archaeological potential 

 
  



 
Swinhoe Medieval Fields and Deserted Village 
 

 
 
Local List Code: BE2004 (ARCH) 
 
HER Site Name: Swinhoe medieval fields and deserted village 
 
HER Number: 5793 
 
OS Location: NU208284/NU210284 
 
Description:  Documentary references to medieval village: 1296, 1336, 1352, 1566, 1569, 1580, 
1665, 1666, 1700, 1821. Modern farm-hamlet on the site of the medieval settlement, leaving 
little room for any traces to survive. Extensive areas of broad ridge and furrow to north and 
south of settlement, divided into a system of small rectilinear fields. Extensive ridge and furrow 
visible from ground level but no apparent trace of the village.  
 
Notes: Images taken from Google Earth in 2016 show wonderfully extensive ridge and furrow 
and features which could potentially be associated with the deserted village. 
 
Criteria for inclusion: 

● 1a - Historic Interest: Important links to local social, cultural, religious, political or 
economic history 

● 4a - Archaeological Merit: Site contain above ground remains/earthworks 
● 4b - Archaeological Merit: Remains in a substantial and recognisable form 
● 4e - Archaeological Merit: Area of high archaeological potential 

 



 
Beadnell Ridge and Furrow 
 

 
 
Local List Code: BE2005 (ARCH) 
 
HER Site Name: Beadnell ridge and furrow 
 
HER Number: 5794 
 
OS Location: NU230290 
 
Description:  An area of small rectilinear fields of ridge and furrow to the south of Beadnell 
village.  
 
Notes: Difficult to see from ground level due to building works but very easy to identify from the 
air, as evidenced by images taken from Google Earth in 2016. 
 
Criteria for inclusion: 

● 4a - Archaeological Merit: Site contain above ground remains/earthworks 
● 4b - Archaeological Merit: Remains in a substantial and recognisable form 

 
 
 
 
  



Rectangular Sandstone Structure 
 

 
 
Local List Code: BE2006 (ARCH) 
 
HER Site Name: Rectangular sandstone structure 
 
HER Number: 5805 
 
OS Location: NU23722890 
 
Description: Rectangular sandstone structure with two ground level lintels, supported by a 
central pier. Probably one end of a set of netties/latrines, perhaps also reused as bark pots. Lies 
in rough ground, not exposed to marine erosion. 
 
Criteria for inclusion: 

● 1a - Historic Interest: Important links to local social, cultural, religious, political or 
economic history 

● 4a - Archaeological Merit: Site contain above ground remains/earthworks 
 
  



Tuggall Pillbox 
 
Local List Code: BE2007 (ARCH) 
 
HER Site Name: Tugall pillbox 
 
HER Number: 5808 
 
OS Location: NU2205827064 
 
Description: Rectangular concrete pillbox, WWII. 
 
Criteria for inclusion: 

● 1a - Historic Interest: Important links to local social, cultural, religious, political or 
economic history 

● 1b - Historic Interest: Closely associated with: famous local people, local historic events, 
or has strong social development significance (Any evidential value must be well 
documented) 

 
  



Pillbox at West Fleetham 
 
Local List Code: BE2008 (ARCH) 
 
HER Site Name: Pillbox at West Fleetham 
 
HER Number: 20143 
 
OS Location: NU19582838 
 
Description: Two WWII pillboxes, the first rectangular, with a mixture of 
embrasure types; recessed porch. The second is a square concrete pillbox, with smaller 
embrasures each side of a large central one. There are further small embrasures in each side 
wall and a blast wall at the rear. Both on private land. 
 
Criteria for inclusion 

● 1a - Historic Interest: Important links to local social, cultural, religious, political or 
economic history 

● 3b - Architectural, Artistic & Design Merit: Shows qualities of age, style or distinctive 
characteristics relative to the area 

 
  



Beadnell Bay Anti-Tank Blocks 
 

 
 
Local List Code: BE2010 (ARCH) 
 
HER Site Name: Remaining line of concrete blocks, Beadnell Bay 
 
HER Number: 22688 
 
OS Location: NU2242031129 / NU2240631193 /  NU2252831449 
 
Description: Series of concrete anti-tank blocks, some in situ and others likely moved, forming a 
regular line down the beach S of North Sunderland Point.  
 
Notes: The north end of the chain of blocks is across the parish boundary in Seahouses.  
 
Criteria for inclusion: 

● 1a - Historic Interest: Important links to local social, cultural, religious, political or 
economic history 

● 1b - Historic Interest: Closely associated with: famous local people, local historic events, 
or has strong social development significance (Any evidential value must be well 
documented) 

● 2b - Townscape Merit: Has an especially striking aesthetic and/or forms a landmark on 
an important route 

 
  



Brunton Airfield 
 

 
 
Local List Code: BE2011 (ARCH) 
 
HER Site Name: Brunton/Tughall airfield 
 
HER Number: 23519 
 
OS Location: NU2044325700 
 
Description: Large fighter airfield of World War II date. This airfield was a World War II airfield 
used as an Operational Training Unit for ground attack aircraft squadrons. Much of the airfield 
was constructed to carry these heavy aircraft during 1943, though the site was first constructed 
in August 1942, with the runways and perimeter track. This was nominally a satellite of RAF 
Milfield, accommodating the large number of craft needed for training. The site was closed in 
May 1945. 
 
Notes: Images taken from Google Earth in 2016 showed the runways to be extant as well as a 
number of associated buildings.  According to the Airfields of Britain Conservation Trust, very 
little is known to remain of the airfield. These sparse remains include a possible squadron flight 
office and what appears to be the base of the VHF/DF tower for navigation. RAF Brunton was 
opened as a satellite to RAF Milfield in 1942 to accommodate the large numbers of aircraft 
needed for training, The airfield has largely been untouched and now represents the most 
complete World War II airfield in the county. Access to it is limited to a public right of way which 
crosses the end of one of the runways though the site was formerly used by a parachute club 
and appears to be used for tractor rallies. 
 
Criteria for inclusion: 

● 1a, 1b, 2b, 2c and 3c - Historic Interest: Important links to local social, cultural, religious, 
political or economic history 

  



Iron Age or Roman Enclosure 
 

 
 
Local List Code: BE2012 (ARCH) 
 
HER Site Name: Iron Age or Roman Enclosure 
 
HER Number: 23862 
 
OS Location: NU2200428689 
 
Description: Iron Age or Roman circular enclosure, with a central pit, visible on aerial 
photographs taken in 1994 and on images taken from Google Earth in 2016. 
 
Criteria for inclusion: 

● 1a - Historic Interest: Important links to local social, cultural, religious, political or 
economic history 

● 4a - Archaeological Merit: Site contain above ground remains/earthworks 
● 4e - Archaeological Merit: Area of high archaeological potential 

 
  



Dell Point Draw Kilns 
 
Local List Code: BE2013 (ARCH) 
 
HER Site Name: Draw kilns on Dell Point 
 
HER Number: 24080 
 
OS Location: NU23722896 
 
Description: A group of four 'draw kilns' is depicted on the south-east side of Dell Point on a map 
of 1759. The map shows the estate of Thomas Wood, the landowner and entrepreneur who 
developed Beadnell's quarrying, lime-burning and other industries in the 18th century. In the 
south face of cliff there appears to be evidence of one of the lime kilns. 
 
Criteria for inclusion: 

● 4a - Archaeological Merit: Site contain above ground remains/earthworks 
 
 
  



Beadnell Old Tramway 
 

 
 
Local List Code: BE2014 (ARCH) 
 
HER Site Name: Old Tramway, Beadnell 
 
HER Number: 24082 
 
OS Location: NU23842872 
 
Description: An Old Tramway is depicted on the second edition Ordnance Survey map of 
c.1897. The limestone tramway connected a quarry and the harbour lime kilns. 
 
Notes 
Criteria for inclusion: 

● 1a - Historic Interest: Important links to local social, cultural, religious, political or 
economic history 

 
 
  



Beadnell Links Launch and Winding Gear 
 

 
 
Local List Code: BE2015 (ARCH) 
 
HER Site Name: Launch and winding gear, Beadnell Links 
 
HER Number: 24212 
 
OS Location: NU2313129766 / NU2311729768 
 
Description: A concrete boat launch with associated winding gear to pull up boats from the 
launch. 
 
Criteria for inclusion: 

● 1a - Historic Interest: Important links to local social, cultural, religious, political or 
economic history 

 
  



Black Huts on Harbour Road 
 

 
 
Local List Code: BE2016 (ARCH) 
 
HER Site Name: Two black huts, Harbour Road, Beadnell 
 
HER Number: 24238 
 
OS Location: NU2328429475 / NU2330029458 
 
Description: These huts, known as 'black huts' due to the coating of their boards with waterproof 
tar, are associated with the Northumbrian fishing industry and were used by fishermen for 
shelter and to store, repair and dry all types of fishing equipment. The tar used to waterproof 
their timbers would have been produced from the nearby bark pots. The black huts, of which 
there were at one time six on the site, were central to fishermen's working and cultural lives 
when not at sea. 
 
The huts lay to the north of Beadnell Square, where many of the fishing families lived before the 
demolition of the square in the 1930s. Neither of the huts is depicted on the 1895 Ordnance 
Survey map, but one, adjacent to the road, is present in 1897 indicating that it was erected by 
the mid 1890s. The second hut (along with a partially dismantled third hut) is present by 1925. 
The older hut is known locally as 'The Reading Room', having been given to the community as a 
library. The two remaining huts are located between the fishing village of Beadnell and Beadnell 
Haven. 
 
Each is of wooden frame construction of tarred and lapped timber boards with boarded roofs 
covered in roofing felt. Each has a single rectangular doorway set in one side of the gable end. 
The first, and earliest hut has a hipped roof, two rectangular windows in one of the long sides 



and a flue for a small stove in the centre of the east wall. The second hut has a pitched roof and 
a single boarded window opening in one of the long sides. Both have simple rectangular plans 
and are used to store modern fishing equipment. 
 
Both huts are largely intact externally, although they will have undergone cyclical maintenance 
and the earliest building has lost its original small pane windows. Each is a simple, 
single-roomed structure; they are architecturally very modest and do not display architectural 
design, decoration or craftsmanship. 
 
Criteria for inclusion: 

● 1a - Historic Interest: Important links to local social, cultural, religious, political or 
economic history 

● 1c - Historic Interest: Relates closely to any statutorily protected structure or site 
● 2a - Townscape Merit: Provides an important visual amenity locally or contributes 

positively to the skyline either individually or as part of a group 
● 2b - Townscape Merit: Has an especially striking aesthetic and/or forms a landmark on 

an important route 
● 3c - Architectural, Artistic & Design Merit: Possesses notable feature(s) of artistic value 

to the community or helps to define a sense of place and local distinctiveness 
 
 
 
  



Pillbox east of Swinhoe, Beadnell 
 

 
 
Local List Code: BE2017 (ARCH) 
 
HER Site Name: Pillbox east of Swinhoe, Beadnell 
 
HER Number: 25024 
 
OS Location: NU2141428519 
 
Description: World War II pillbox briefly noted between October 2009 and January 2011 as 
located to the east of Swinhoe village, within Beadnell parish. Coastal pillbox recorded extant, 
east of Swinhoe. Pillbox recorded by the Defence of Britain Project as a rectangular pillbox with 
a mixture of embrasure types and recessed porch. Smaller embrasures flank a large central one 
in the main elevation (facing east along the road). There are further small embrasures in each 
side wall. There is also a blast wall at the rear. 
 
Criteria for inclusion: 

● 1a - Historic Interest: Important links to local social, cultural, religious, political or 
economic history 

● 1b - Historic Interest: Closely associated with: famous local people, local historic events, 
or has strong social development significance (Any evidential value must be well 
documented) 

● 3c - Architectural, Artistic & Design Merit: Possesses notable feature(s) of artistic value 
to the community or helps to define a sense of place and local distinctiveness 

 
 
  



North Sunderland Light Railway 
 
Local List Code: BE2018 (ARCH) 
 
HER Site Name: North Sunderland light Railway 
 
HER Number: 27323 
 
OS Location: NU2177031958 / NU1863227036 
 
Description: The North Sunderland Railway was incorporated in 1892, the company being 
mostly composed of local merchants and farmers. They were authorised to build a four mile 
branch line from Chathill Station, terminating at Seahouses - a journey that took about 15 
minutes - with stations at Fleetham and North Sunderland. Construction began in 1896. The 
station at Fleetham was never built and a planned extension to Bamburgh was scrapped. The 
line was granted a Light Railway Order in 1898 and opened for goods on the 1st of August 1898 
and passengers on 14th December 1898. In January 1939 management of the North 
Sunderland Railway was taken over by the LNER due to the large debt owed by the former to 
the latter. The railway's last train ran on 27th October 1951 and it was officially wound up in April 
1952. 
 
The line was almost level with a very few small earthworks, shall cuttings and embankments. 
One of these cuttings can be seen at near West Fleetham (NU192286). The track bed between 
Chathill and North Sunderland, where the track crosses the Beadnell parish boundary, is 
completely overgrown, but between North Sunderland and Seahouses it forms a public footpath. 
 
Criteria for inclusion: 

● 1a - Historic Interest: Important links to local social, cultural, religious, political or 
economic history 

● 1b - Historic Interest: Closely associated with: famous local people, local historic events, 
or has strong social development significance (Any evidential value must be well 
documented) 


