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THE VISION 
 

The highway network in the Northumberland Coast Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty is safe, well maintained and reflects the surrounding 
landscape.  Signage, road markings and other infrastructure is adequate, but 
kept to a minimum.  All new construction schemes are designed to maintain 
the integrity and conserve the beauty, of the surrounding landscape. 

 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 

1.1 WHO IS THE GUIDANCE FOR? 
 

This document provides guidance to anyone who is involved in the 
construction, maintenance or management of works on, or adjacent to, the 
highways that lie within the Northumberland Coast Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty (AONB).  This may include works undertaken by highway 
authorities, utilities companies, landowners, environmental organisations or 
voluntary groups. 

  
The guidance should be regarded as good practice to be applied to all works 
that affect the roads within the AONB.  It will help to ensure all work within the 
road corridor is in keeping with the character of the AONB and the policies 
contained within the AONB Management Plan. 

 

1.2 WHAT IS AN AREA OF OUTSTANDING NATURAL 
BEAUTY? 

 
An AONB is a precious landscape whose distinctive character and natural 
beauty are so outstanding that it is considered worthy of special protection.  
The main purpose of the AONB designation is to conserve and enhance the 
natural beauty of the landscape.  Where ‘natural beauty’ includes flora, fauna 
and geological and physiographic features and ‘landscape’ encompasses 
everything – ‘natural’ and human - that makes an area distinctive:  geology, 
climate, soil, plants, animals, communities, archaeology, buildings, the people 
who live in it, past and present, and the perceptions of those who visit it.  
AONB Management Plans:  A guide (CA23). 

 

1.3 THE NORTHUMBERLAND COAST AREA OF 
OUTSTANDING NATURAL BEAUTY 

 
The Northumberland Coast AONB was designated in 1958.  It contains some 
of the most dramatic coastal scenery in Europe:  sweeping sandy beaches; 
rolling dunes; high rocky cliffs, imposing castles and isolated islands. 

 
The AONB covers an area of 53 square miles from the historic walled and 
fortified town of Berwick upon Tweed in the north, to the busy harbour town of 
Amble, in the south.   

 
Threading through this landscape is an historic network of roads that link 
isolated farms, farm hamlets, fishing villages and coastal towns.  The majority 
of residents and visitors experience the AONB from these roads and it is of 
paramount importance that any works are sympathetic to the special 
character of the rural roads within the AONB. 
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The AONB falls within the ‘North Northumberland Coastal Plain’ Character 
Area as defined in Natural England’s Character of England Map (Volume 1:  
North East).   
 
The ‘Key Characteristics’ of the ‘North Northumberland Coastal Plain’ 
Character Area, relevant to the AONB, are: 
 

• Diverse coastal scenery, with a ‘hard’ coast of spectacular high cliffs, 
offshore islands, and rocky headlands to the north, contrasting with a ‘soft’ 
coast of wide, sweeping sandy bays backed by sand dunes and also 
intertidal flats backed by salt marsh to the south.  Patches of coastal 
grazing marsh still remain. 

 

• Coastal plain and offshore islands provide rich wildlife habitats, 
particularly for migratory and breeding sea birds. 

 

• Distinctive historic heritage reflects importance of ecclesiastical influences 
and the strategic defence of the coast and English/ Scottish border.  
Features include prominent medieval castles, fortifications and structures 
from both world wars and religious buildings. 

 

• Whin Sill intrusions produce dramatic landscape features, including the 
coastal cliffs at Bamburgh and the Farne Islands.  Inland outcrops and 
escarpments form distinctive local landmarks and support rare, semi-
natural, whinstone grasslands. 

 

• Dispersed pattern of isolated farmsteads, small nucleated villages, fishing 
villages and small coastal resort towns. 

 
In addition to identifying and describing the character of the area, the 
Character of England Map provides recommendations for ‘Shaping the 
Future’.  Those that are relevant to the policies contained within this guidance 
are: 

 

• The restoration and re-establishment of maritime habitats, coastal 
wetlands and a fringe of semi-natural vegetation on farmland immediately 
adjacent to the coast is important. 

 

• The conservation and enhancement of existing landscape features, 
particularly hedgerows, woodlands and wetlands, would enrich the 
environmental resource of farmland.  This would include appropriate new 
woodland planting and natural regeneration. 

 

• Controlling the spread of introduced or alien plant species is important. 
 

Six sub areas within the AONB have been identified as displaying distinctive 
local characteristics.  These character areas comprise: 

 
• Spittal to Saltpan Rocks.  The northernmost part of the AONB 

comprises a narrow band of cliff-top farmland fronted by cliffs and with an 
inland boundary defined by the East Coast Main Line. 
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• Saltpan Rocks to Budle Point.  Moving southwards the limestone cliffs 
dip down and give way to sandy coves and low lying dunes and pastures. 
Beyond this the AONB widens out to create the distinctive lowland setting 
for Holy Island and the Lindisfarne National Nature Reserve. 

 
• Farne Islands.  Off the coast of Bamburgh, the Farne Islands form the 

easternmost outcrop of the hard rock of the Whin Sill. 
 

• Budle Point to Castle Point.  Moving south from Budle Bay to 
Dunstanburgh Castle the character of the coastline changes to one of 
sandy bays separated by prominent rocky headlands.  Inland, the 
topography is more undulating than that of the Lindisfarne area to the 
north and this is reflected in a diverse pattern of fields and isolated 
farmsteads. 

 

• Castle Point to Seaton Point.  Moving further south, much of this 
landscape is influenced by the Whin Sill, which outcrops on the coast.   

 
• Seaton Point to Coquet Estuary.  Within the southernmost section of the 

AONB the landscape softens and is characterised by long sweeping sand 
beaches backed by strongly defined sand dune systems.    
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2.0 THE NORTHUMBERLAND COAST AONB 
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3.0 THE GUIDANCE 

 

3.1 INTRODUCTION 
 

The AONB is a precious landscape of international importance.  Therefore, it 
is essential that the highest standards of design, maintenance and 
management be applied to any works that affect the fabric of this valuable 
landscape.   

 
Local authorities along with other bodies have a statutory duty of care to 
Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty.  Section 85 of the Countryside and 
Rights of Way Act 2000 states that: 

 
‘In exercising or performing any functions in relation to, or so as to 
affect, land in an area of outstanding natural beauty, a relevant authority 
shall have regard to the purpose of conserving and enhancing the 
natural beauty of the area of outstanding natural beauty.’ 

 
The significant part that roads play in the landscape is acknowledged in the 
Service Aims of the Highways Service Plan 2007/08, where it is stated that 
the highway network ’…..helps to shape the character and quality of the 
local areas that it serves…..’ 
 
A number of minor roads that generally run in an east west direction serve the 
AONB, linking inland routes with isolated farms, farm hamlets, fishing villages, 
villages and towns along the coast.  These routes are many and varied; roads 
through open countryside with well-maintained hedgerows, narrow lanes 
confined by traditional stone walls, old estate roads bordered by dressed 
stone walls and occasionally by mature woodland.   

 
The Holy Island Causeway that links Holy Island (Lindisfarne) to the mainland 
is of special note.  Access to the island is restricted by the tide; vehicles can 
only cross the causeway when the tide is out.  Opening times vary 
significantly every day and tide tables must be consulted for safe crossing 
times.   
 
The Northumberland Coastal Route which forms part of the western boundary 
of the AONB, is sign posted between the junction of the A1 and the B1342 
near Belford in the north and the junction of A189/A19, the Moor Farm 
roundabout in the south of the county. 
 
This document brings together all the physical features that affect the 
appearance of the roads within the AONB.  It provides guidance and policies 
on appropriate measures to reduce the influence of those features that 
detract from the natural beauty of the area and recommends measures to 
conserve and enhance those that add to the character and distinctiveness of 
the AONB.  
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3.2 ROADSIDE BOUNDARIES 
 

The variety, condition, and quality of the traditional roadside boundaries, add 
much to the scenic quality the AONB.  They play an important role in defining 
the local character of the area and as such should be conserved and 
enhanced wherever possible.  

 

 
 

Stone walls and hedgerows between East Fleetham and Swinhoe 

 
The field boundaries, which form the majority of the roadside boundaries, are 
generally tightly trimmed hawthorn hedgerows with post and wire or post and 
rail fences.  Stone walls provide variation; often found adjacent to farm 
steadings or on the fringes of hamlets, villages or towns within the 
Northumberland Coast AONB.  

 

 
 

Sandstone walls at Boulmer 

 
Action 
 
Use the Historic Landscape Character Assessment for the AONB to identify 
historic field boundaries and encourage the uptake of grant schemes that will 
conserve these historic features. 
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3.2.1. Hedgerows and Hedgerow Trees 
 

The Hedgerows Regulations 1997 offers protection for hedgerows that are of 
significant archaeological, historic, wildlife or landscape value.  The removal 
of most countryside hedgerows requires permission from the local planning 
authority.  

 
Permission is normally required before removing hedgerows that are at least 
20 metres in length, over 30 years old and contain a certain number of 
species of plant.  The local planning authority will assess the importance of 
the hedge against the criteria set out in the regulations. 
 
Trees, especially old ones, are important habitat and landscape features.  
Outside settlement boundaries, the Forestry Commission should be 
consulted, before removing trees, as in some instances, it may be necessary 
to obtain a felling licence before the work can be carried out.   

 

 
 

Hedgerows along a minor road to Craster 

 
In 2002, Northumberland County Council commissioned W A Fairhurst & 
Partners to undertake an assessment of the hedgerow resource within the 
Northumberland Coast AONB and a survey of the important field trees.   

 
The results of the survey showed that young trees and good quality trees 
beginning to show the characteristics of old age are more abundant in 
roadside hedgerows bordered by arable land. 

 
Hedgerows in areas covered by a Historic Landscape Characterisation are 
often protected based on historic importance and their wildlife value. 

 
Tree and Hedgerow Habitats were identified in the Northumberland 
Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) as priorities for conservation in the county. 

 
Agri-environment schemes may offer payment for the creation and 
management of hedgerows.  Farmers and landowners receiving the ‘Single 
Payment’ are required to keep hedgerows in Good Agricultural and 
Environmental Condition (GAEC).  Particular attention should be paid to 
GAEC 14 and GAEC 15, as set out in the ‘Management of Habitats and 
Landscape Features:  Guidance for Cross Compliance in England’.   
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Given the importance of trees and hedges in the open coastline environment, 
enhancement of this resource should be encouraged.    

 
Policy 
 
Hedges should not be trimmed between the 1 March and the 31 July - the 
main nesting season for birds.  Ideally, they should be cut during January 
and February, to leave the berries for insects, birds and mammals.   
 
Where the highway verge is wide enough, so as not to create an obstruction, 
hedgerows should ideally be trimmed every second or third year, to ensure a 
continuous food supply for wildlife.  Some species only produce berries on 
two or three year old growth.   
 
Hedges should be trimmed into an ‘A’ shape, with the base wider than the 
top. 
 
New hedgerows should contain at least four different species appropriate to 
the location.  Hedgerow trees should be included wherever possible, as 
hedgerows with trees support a significantly higher number of bats.   
 
Gaps in hedgerows should be filled with local provenance stock of mixed 
species. 

 
Improve road drainage and fill potholes where damage to roadside 
hedgerows can be shown to be as a result of salt spray from vehicles 
travelling through pools of standing water, following winter applications of 
road salt.   
 
Hedge clippings should be swept from cycle tracks and roads following 
hedge-trimming operations.   
 

 
 

Actions 
 
Organise a periodic seminar for farmers, landowners and land managers, 
which provides information on the history, biodiversity, recommended 
management practices and grants available for hedgerows and hedgerow 
trees within the AONB. 
 
Encourage the uptake of grant schemes that assist in the conservation of 
hedgerows and hedgerow trees. 

 
Set up a system to monitor the length and condition of all the hedgerows and 
hedgerow trees within the AONB. 
 
Create a register of recommended hedge cutters and planters. 
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3.2.2 Stone Walls 
 

Stone walls are important in defining the landscape and historic character of 
different areas within the AONB.  They generally reflect the bedrock or glacial 
drift material, which lies beneath them, with most stone having been quarried 
very close to the lines of the walls.   

 

 
 

Stone wall near Cocklawburn Beach, Scremerston 

 
The different types of stone and the varying methods of construction, which 
are employed because of the nature of the stone, add to the local 
distinctiveness of areas within the AONB.   
 

 
 

Whinstone wall near Howick supporting a variety of lichens 
 
Dry stone walls are important for a variety of plants, animals, birds and 
invertebrates, providing nesting, shelter and hunting grounds.   
 
Agri-environment schemes may offer grants to assist in the creation and 
restoration of stone walls.  Farmers and landowners receiving the ‘Single 
Payment’ are encouraged to retain stone walls, keeping them in Good 
Agricultural and Environmental Condition (GAEC).  Guidance can be found in 
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the ‘Management of Habitats and Landscape Features:  Guidance for Cross 
Compliance in England’, GAEC 13. 
 
Examples of dressed sandstone walls are associated with larger estate 
houses. 
 

 
 

A fine example of a dressed stone wall, part of the Howick Estate and Gardens 

 
Policy 
 
When rebuilding or repairing walls within the AONB, the method of 
construction and the materials used, should accurately match the existing 
wall to ensure that over time, the new work, and the old, cannot be 
distinguished. 
 
Where road works necessitate the removal of a stone wall, or part of a wall, 
the stone should be retained, and the wall rebuilt in the same style, on a new 
alignment.  Any un-used stone should be recorded in a Site Waste 
Management Plan before storing for re-use. 
 
New walls should closely follow the style of the local area.  They should be 
constructed using traditional methods and local materials. 
 

 
 

Action 
 
Compile a register of any stone recovered during works.  List details of 
where the stone came from, the type of stone and the quantity so that it can 
be reused in an appropriate location. 
 
Compile a register of dry stone wallers. 

 
Continue to support dry stone walling courses within the AONB. 
 

 



 15 

3.2.3. Fences 
 

Stock proof post and wire fences are often erected alongside old thorn 
hedgerows that have become gappy or overgrown and are a common feature 
of the Northumberland Coast AONB.   
 
Post and rail fences are generally found adjacent to farm steadings.   

 

 
 

An example of a post and wire fence alongside the remnants of a former hedgerow, 
Boulmer 

 

� 

 
Inappropriate fencing on the outskirts of Waren Mill, to the south of Budle Bay 

 
Policy 
 
Where timber fences are to be replaced, they should replicate the local 
timber fencing style.   

 
Urban fencing materials and styles are inappropriate in the countryside. 
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3.3 ROADSIDE VERGES 
 

Roadside verges are often of tremendous importance for wildlife.  There has 
been a significant loss of semi-natural grassland in the UK due to changing 
agricultural practices.  Consequently, non-agricultural grasslands such as 
roadside verges have become an increasingly important refuge for a range of 
species.  They have become a valuable seed bank for many local and 
uncommon species especially on the Whin Sill.   
 
The importance of roadside verge habitats is recognised in the 
Northumberland Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP).  Individual plans have been 
developed to reflect those habitats and species that are characteristic of 
Northumberland’s natural heritage and most at risk from loss, fragmentation 
and deterioration of quality.  Roadside verges are included under the 
‘Transport Corridors Habitat Action Plan’ as one of the habitats that have 
been identified as priorities for protection and conservation in the County.  
Information on individual plans can be found on the Northumberland 
Biodiversity Partnership website at www.northumberlandbiodiversity.org.uk 

 
Whilst the Highway Authority have a statutory duty to maintain the highway in 
a safe condition for road users, opportunities for the sympathetic 
management of road verges should be explored. 
 
It should be possible to maintain the standard number of cuts on the roadside 
and on sight lines to maintain safety standards and for a different regime to 
be employed over the remainder of the highway verge.   
 
Reducing the management of the sensitive sites, such as the Whin Sill, to a 
single cut in late summer would allow the plants to flower and set seed.  
Removing the ‘arisings’ from the mowing operation would prevent the build-up 
of nutrients that hinder the establishment of wildflowers and encourage 
grasses. 
 

 
 

Roadside verge with wildflowers  

 
The sensitive management of roadside verges would make a positive 
contribution to the environment of the AONB and add greatly to the visitor’s 
experience.   
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Planting roadside verges, outside settlements, with ornamental and garden 
species detracts from the natural beauty of the AONB and urbanises the rural 
road. 
 

� 

 
An example of an inappropriate ornamental tree and bulb-planting scheme outside 

Craster village 

 

� 
 

An example of inappropriate ornamental shrub and herbaceous planting alongside the 
road to High Newton 
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3.3.1. Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) 
 

There are 12 Sites of Special Scientific Interest lying within the AONB; 
covering some 5585 hectares.  The sites were designated because they 
include either, habitats, species and/ or geological features. 

 
In those instances where roadside verges fall within designated areas, 
consent must be obtained from Natural England before starting any operation 
that may affect the special interest features of the area.  Inappropriate 
management of SSSI’s may harm their conservation interest. 

 
As an example, a section of the roadside verge adjacent to the B1342 falls 
within the Bamburgh Coast and Hills SSSI. 

 
It is possible to find out if land falls within a SSSI by contacting Natural 
England, or search online through the Nature on the Map website at 
www.natureonthemap.org.uk  

 
Policy 
 
Wherever possible stripped away soils taken during construction should be 
stored correctly and reused back on the roadside verge. 
 
Wherever possible seeds propagated from local provenance sources should 
be used in the creation of new habitats and reinstatement works. 
 
It is important that the roadside verges merge imperceptibly into their 
surroundings and therefore inappropriate ornamental, tree, shrub, bedding 
and bulb planting outside village boundaries should be discouraged. 

 
Invasive species in the roadside verge should be removed using appropriate 
treatments. 
 

 
 

Action 
 
Develop a scheme to identify the type, extent and condition of all species 
present within all roadside verges within the AONB.   
 
Collect and present data.   
 
Identify opportunities to conserve and enhance areas of species rich semi-
natural vegetation by appropriate management techniques.   

 
Set up a system to monitor the management and condition of important 
species rich roadside verges within the AONB. 
 
Advise Highways Area Managers that the Council has a duty to conserve 
biodiversity as part of its everyday activities and procedures under Section 
40 of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act, 2006.   
 
Develop an AONB guidance leaflet on the appropriate management of 
roadside verges by Parish Councils and Community groups. 
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Where suitable sites exist, look into the creation of ‘Roadside Nature 
Reserve’ schemes. 
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3.4. SIGNAGE 
 

The design and use of traffic signs within the highway are controlled under 
‘The Traffic Signs Regulations and General Directions 2002 (TSRGD 2002)’. 

 
Policy T7 of the Northumberland Coast AONB Management Plan states that, 
‘All public highway infrastructure works, including signage 
infrastructure, should be undertaken in a manner that respects the 
conservation of natural beauty and rural character.’ 

 
In 2006, the County Council carried out a Sign Clutter Audit on the highways 
within the Northumberland Coast AONB.  The report highlighted a number of 
sign clutter issues including: 

 

• A proliferation of signs; 

• An excessive amount of destinations were signed at a single location; 

• Signs were repeated within close proximity; 

• The need for a yellow backing board was questioned,  

• Illegal or temporary signs lie within or just off the highway; 

• National Cycle Network signs are too large, or occur to frequently. 
 

Many of these issues could easily be addressed by rationalising the number 
of signs and using a single sign assembly. 

 

3.4.1. Directional Signs 
 

� 
 

The Embleton Pant, an historic village feature obscured by inappropriate, oversized 
signage 
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Policy 
 
Before new signs are erected within the AONB, consider if a new sign is 
necessary.   
 
Consider if a new sign can be incorporated into any existing signage and if 
the existing sign can be rationalised to reduce its impact upon the immediate 
surroundings. 
 
The local highway authority will consult the AONB Management Team when 
existing signs are to be replaced through maintenance. 
 
To minimise the impact on the natural beauty of the AONB, essential new 
signs that cannot be incorporated into existing signage, should be sited 
against a background of land or trees rather than the skyline.   
 
New signs should be made to the minimum size specified in the regulations. 
 
Redundant signs and poles should be removed, with the whole structure 
including the foundation being uplifted.  Where foundations are completely 
underground redundant poles should be cut off flush with the top of the 
foundation so that no part of the poles remain upstanding. 
 
The illumination of signs should be avoided except in circumstances where 
lighting is a requirement of the regulations or safety is an issue.  Where 
signs need to be clearly seen at night, consideration should be given to 
signs made of reflective material. 
 
Highly coloured sign backing plates must not be specified within the 
Northumberland Coast AONB unless there are overriding safety concerns. 
 

 
 

Action 
 
Develop a signage destination system.  

 
Repeat photographic survey used in clutter audit to monitor change every 3 
years. 
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3.4.2. Brown Tourist Signs 
 

Brown Signs are generally provided to direct visitors to tourist destinations in 
England.  A leaflet entitled ‘We’re just off the Main Road’ was published in 
2005 by the Highways Agency in conjunction with the Department for 
Transport, the Department for Culture, Media and Sport and Visit Britain.  
This leaflet sets out the rules and regulations associated with the provision of 
brown traffic signs.  For most tourist destinations, signing is only appropriate 
within 2 or 3 miles of the attraction. 
 
Northumberland County Council is the Highway Authority for all roads in 
Northumberland with the exception of Trunk Roads.  All local highway 
authorities have their own policy on the provision of brown signs on all roads 
other than trunk roads.  A copy of Northumberland County Council’s ‘Policy 
for Provision of Tourist Direction Signs’ can be found on Northumberland 
County Council’s website at www.northumberland.gov.uk. 

 
The Northumberland Coastal Route 

 
The Northumberland Coastal Route is a recognised tourist route, which is 
signposted from the Moor Farm roundabout at the junction of the A189 and 
the A19 in the south of the County to the junction of a minor road and the A1 
near Belford in the north.   

 

 
 

Northumberland Coastal Route Sign 

 

Policy 
 
The local highway authority will consult the AONB Management Team when 
applications for brown signs are made within the AONB. 
 
New brown and white tourist signs should only be permitted within the AONB 
where justification can be clearly demonstrated. 
 
New directional signs should incorporate the coastal route logo and separate 
coastal route signs should be removed. 
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An example of a sign incorporating the coastal route, Hipsburn.  Consideration should 
be given to including only the logo.  

 

Action 
 
Review Northumberland County Council’s current policy for the provision of 
brown tourist signs with particular regard to protected landscapes. 
 
Review support for the Northumberland Coastal Route.   
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3.4.3. Traditional Road Signs and Mileposts 
 

In contrast to modern signage, traditional direction signs and mileposts make 
a very important contribution to the local character and distinctiveness of the 
area.  Only a small number of traditional road signs and mileposts are to be 
found within the AONB.  Those that remain should be restored and 
maintained.   
 
A call to save fingerposts is contained in Traffic Advisory Leaflet 6/05 
produced by the Department for Transport.  Entitled ‘Traditional Direction 
Signs’ it’s purpose is to provide advice on the use of traditional direction 
signs, on the repair and conservation of existing examples and guidance on 
their reintroduction in appropriate locations.  The Traffic Advisory Leaflet can 
be found on the Department for Transport’s website at www.dft.gov.uk 
 
Current regulations only permit the erection of new fingerpost signs at the 
junction of one minor road with another (i.e. neither road must be classified as 
an A or B road). 

  

 
 

Finger post at a road junction between North Sunderland and East Fleetham 

 

 
 

Wooden armed finger post at the junction of two minor roads between Embleton and 
Craster 
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Within the AONB, a project funded by Northumberland County Council and 
Natural England to renovate historic signs was undertaken in 2007.  Further 
information about the project is included in Appendix A. 
 

 
 

A recently restored finger post, Glororum 

 
Policy 
 
Traditional road signs should be retained, maintained and restored wherever 
possible.   
 
In cases where the traditional road sign is in such a poor condition that it 
must be replaced, a sign of a similar design should be sought. 
 
Where traditional signs are renovated or installed, they should not be 
duplicated with modern signage. 
 
Modern signs and symbols should not be attached to traditional finger posts. 
 
Consideration should be given to replacing modern road signs with new 
finger posts. 
 

 
 

Action 
 
Develop a scheme to identify the type and condition of all traditional signs 
and mileposts within the AONB. 
 
Collect and present the data. 
 
Identify opportunities to restore and maintain these locally distinctive 
features. 
 
Challenge the current regulations regarding the erection of new finger posts 
at junctions of B roads, when they lie within and on the approaches to 
settlements.   
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3.4.4. National Cycle Network Signs – Way Markers 
 

The National Cycle Network and other promoted cycle routes enable visitors 
to enjoy the AONB in a sustainable manner.  However, a profusion of signs, 
often oversized, poorly sited and dwarfing existing directional signage, 
detracts from the landscape.  The materials used and the frequency with 
which they appear are often inappropriate in this rural setting. 
 
The National Cycle Network - Guidelines and Practical Details issue 2, 
Chapter 9, states that: 
 
‘Existing street furniture should be used wherever possible to locate 
signs.  The objective is to ensure that the National Cycle Network routes 
can be followed easily, without a clutter of signs’ 

 

� 
 

Inappropriate National Cycle Network signage in Alnmouth 
 

Policy 
 
National Cycle Network signs should be incorporated into standard highways 
signs when they are replaced or updated such as this example on the 
outskirts of Warkworth. 
 

� 
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Wooden posts should be used where the National Cycle Network leaves the 
highway and on traffic free sections.  Use materials appropriate to the 
character of the local area, such as timber, to integrate signs into the 
surrounding countryside.   
 

� 

 
Timber Way Marker on the Coast and Castles Cycle Route 

 
 

 
 

Action 
 
Review National Cycleway Signage.  Consider reducing the frequency of 
signs and re-siting visually intrusive signs.  Signs are only required where a 
decision on direction is required.  Signs on links are unnecessary and should 
be removed.  
 

 

� 
 

An example of unnecessary and visually intrusive National Cycleway signage.  Sections 
of the route between junctions do not require signs.  Signs should not be erected where 

they break the skyline.  
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3.4.5. Pedestrian Signs 
 

A number of villages within the AONB have installed cast iron finger posts to 
direct pedestrians to places of interest in the vicinity.  Whilst this is often 
useful, careful consideration should be given to the colour, design and 
appropriateness of the destinations included on the sign. 
 
 

 
 

Pedestrian signage in Bamburgh village 

 

 
 

A detail of the pedestrian signage in Bamburgh village 

 
Policy 
 
Pedestrian signage should be discouraged where destinations are obvious.   

 
Parish Councils should carefully consider the impact of the installation of 
pedestrian signage upon the character and visual amenity of their towns and 
villages. 
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3.4.6 Non Highways Signs and Advertising Signs 
 
In the AONB, the erection of advertising, or similar signs outside settlement 
boundaries is to be discouraged.  Unauthorised advertising, or similar signs erected 
within or adjacent to the highway boundary, increase clutter and urbanise the rural 
landscape, detracting from the scenic beauty of the AONB. 
 
The consent of the highway authority is required to erect a sign within the highway 
boundary.  To erect a sign outside the highway boundary, but adjacent to the 
highway, requires planning consent from the local planning authority. 
 
The highway authority or the local planning authority should take into account the 
sensitivities of protected landscapes when applications for signs are assessed.  The 
cumulative effect of signs should also be considered; if consent is given for one sign, 
a precedent may be set for the erection of more, further cluttering the countryside. 
 
The relevant authority should deal with signs without consent, erected illegally within 
or adjacent to the highway, appropriately and quickly. 
 

 
 

Inappropriate signs, Swinhoe 

 
Policy 
 
Applications for advertising, or similar signs, within or adjacent to the 
highway, should only be approved where they are adjacent to the associated 
premises and where the design and scale of the sign is appropriate for the 
location. 
 
Unauthorised signs within the highway should be removed promptly. 
 
The local planning authority should deal with signs out with the highway, 
without planning consent. 
 
Highways and Planning officers should work together to deal with illegal 
signs associated with the highway.   
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3.5 ROADSIDE KERBS 
 

Improvements to meet modern highway design standards often have a 
detrimental impact upon the character and visual amenity of rural roads.  The 
introduction of concrete kerbs along minor roads should be avoided as they 
have an urbanising effect upon the landscape character.  Where they are 
considered necessary to prevent erosion or verge over running alternative 
solutions should be considered such as local stone kerbs or setts or angled 
‘countryside’ kerbs. 
 
Kerbs made from traditional local materials can be found throughout the 
AONB.  In some instances, an edge detail accompanies the kerb such as this 
example on the road into the village of Craster.   
 

� 

 
Traditional whinstone kerbs with whinstone sett edge on the road approaching Craster 

 

� 

 
Granite sett kerb and edge detail, Embleton 
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Policy 
 
Raised concrete kerbs should be avoided on rural roads as they bring an 
unnecessary urban character to the highway.  Where kerbs are considered 
necessary on highway safety grounds local stone kerbs, setts or half-
battered kerbs should be used.    
 
Local materials and vernacular styles should be replicated wherever 
possible.   
 
Where works to realign roads and footpaths are undertaken, the existing 
traditional materials should be retained and re-used in the same location.   
 
Edge details must be protected during resurfacing works and should never 
be overlain so that they are no longer visible.   
 
Where works necessitate the removal of traditional materials from the 
roadside edge they should always be retained and stored in the Highways 
depot for future use elsewhere in the locality.  Any un-used stone should be 
recorded in a Site Waste Management Plan before storing for re-use. 
 

 
 

Action 
 
Compile a register of any traditional stone materials recovered during works.  
List details of where they came from, the type of stone and the quantity so 
that it can be re-used in an appropriate location.   
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3.6 COLOURED SURFACING MATERIALS AND ROAD 
MARKINGS 

 
Careful consideration must be given to the use of coloured surfacing 
materials to demarcate cycle lanes, parking bays, walkways or village 
gateway entrances within the AONB.  Highly visible colours have an adverse 
effect upon the natural beauty of the rural landscape and should be avoided.   
 
Where sections of road are to be treated with a high friction surfacing material 
to improve the skid resistance of the road, a grey coloured material should be 
used in preference to buff.   

 
Road markings include markings on the surface of the road for the control, 
warning, guidance or information of road users.  Some markings may be used 
to supplement upright signs, such as 30 mph speed limit roundels; others are 
intended to be used alone. 

 
The design and use of road markings is set out in Chapter 5 of the Traffic 
Signs Manual, entitled ‘Road Markings’.  Prepared by the Department for 
Transport and published by TSO (The Stationery Office), ‘Road Markings’ is 
the official definitive guidance on the correct use of the various road markings 
prescribed in the Traffic Signs Regulations.   
 
The over use of road markings has a detrimental effect upon the character 
and visual amenity of the AONB.   

 
Policy 
 
Unless there is an overriding safety concern, the use of coloured road 
surfaces should be discouraged, due to the adverse impact upon the 
surrounding landscape. 
 

 
 

� 

 
Coloured road markings in Bamburgh, detract from the historic village setting 
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3.6.1. Centre Lines 
 

Within Chapter 5 of the Traffic Signs Manual, Section 4 – Longitudinal Lines, 
states:  
 
‘On rural roads below 5.5 m in width, over-running of the carriageway 
edge can occur if centre line markings are provided, causing 
maintenance problems.  Drivers might also expect a road marked with a 
centre line to be wide enough for opposing lanes of traffic to pass.  In 
these circumstances the centre line should be omitted,’ 
 
A reduction in the amount of white lines can create uncertainty for drivers, 
encouraging them to reduce their speed. 

 

� 
 

Roads without a centre line are more in keeping with rural landscapes 

 

Policy 
 
Where rural roads, in the AONB, are less than 5.5 m in width, the centre line 
should be omitted.   
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3.6.2. Edge of Carriageway Lines 
 

The Traffic Signs Manual lists examples of situations where the edge of 
carriageway marking may be appropriate. 

 
Policy 
 
The use of edge of carriageway lines should be discouraged unless there 
inclusion is considered necessary on the grounds of highway safety. 
 
Where new parking restrictions are deemed necessary, double yellow lines 
shall be pale primrose yellow and a maximum of 50 mm thick.  Where 
double yellow lines are to be redrawn, they shall be primrose yellow and a 
maximum of 50 mm thick.  ‘At any time’ signs associated with double yellow 
lines are no longer legally required and should be removed.   
 

 

� � 

 
An example of the preferred primrose yellow 50 mm thick lines, alongside traditional 

yellow lines, Craster 
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3.6.3. Traffic Calming – Speed Limit Roundel 
 

Speed limit roundels painted on the carriageway have an urbanising affect 
upon rural roads.   
 

� 

 
Village signs and speed limit roundels on the approach to Longhoughton village 

 
Policy 
 
Discussions relating to the inclusion of speed limit roundels painted on the 
carriageway must consider the impact on the character and visual amenity of 
the Northumberland Coast AONB. 
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3.7 GATEWAY FEATURES AND VILLAGE SIGNS 
 

Historically, city gates marked the transition between highways and cities.  
Today gateway features are often used in rural areas on the approach to 
villages to mark the entry point and to indicate a change in speed limit.  If 
properly designed, a gateway feature when combined with other traffic 
calming features can act as a speed reducing measure. 
 
A gateway feature should reflect the style, materials and distinctive 
characteristics of the surrounding area.  When choosing the location of a 
gateway it should be sited so that drivers do not encounter it suddenly and 
there is sufficient clear verge width to accommodate the feature.  Gateway 
features and village signs should be set back from the road sufficiently to 
ensure that they are not a hazard to vehicles.  Care must also be taken not to 
obstruct footways, cycle tracks, or the verge, if horse riders use it. 
 

� 

 
The Northumberland Coast AONB Gateway Feature. Amble 

 
The Gateway Feature at Amble acts not only as an entrance to the Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty but also to the town of Amble.  Constructed from 
natural robust materials; the green oak posts inspired by the distinctive local 
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fishing boats and the glass blocks reflecting the broad panoramic skies of 
Northumberland. 

 

� 

 
Specially designed gateway feature, reflecting the style and materials of the 

surroundings, Craster 

 

� 

 
The design, choice of materials, the isolated position and the associated planting are 

not characteristic of the local landscape. 

 
Policy 
 
The local highway authority will consult the AONB Management Team when 
applications for gateway features are made within the AONB. 
 
A gateway feature may not be appropriate in every situation.  Before 
introducing new elements into the scene, careful consideration must be 
given to the impact upon the character and natural beauty of the area. 
 
Gateway features should reflect the style, materials and distinctive 
characteristics of the surrounding area.   
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3.8 BUS SHELTERS AND STOPS 
 

The majority of bus shelters within the AONB are constructed from stone but 
other materials are used such as timber.  The bus shelters, recently erected 
in Bamburgh are constructed from timber, appropriate to the village setting. 

 

 
 

New timber shelter, Bamburgh 

 

 
 

A standard bus shelter, raised kerb, paving and road marking arrangement, Lesbury 
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� 

 
An example of an inappropriate style of bus shelter, Embleton 

 

� 

 
New bus stop column, Boulmer 

 
Policy 
 
The local highway authority will consult the AONB Team regarding 
applications for new and replacement bus shelters within the AONB. 
 
New or replacement bus shelters should be constructed in a simple and 
straightforward style, suitable to the character of the local area. 

 
Bus stop columns should be black. 
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3.9 CAR PARKING 
 

Visitors’ requirements for car parking and picnicking close to 
Northumberland’s beaches and popular villages can lead to problems with 
parking and congestion on minor roads.  The challenge is to provide parking 
convenient for the attraction whilst ensuring the impact upon the natural 
beauty of the area is limited. 

 
Over the last ten years, work to contain informal parking by improving the 
provision of formal car parks within the AONB has been undertaken.  Informal 
car parking was often spread out along the verge of dune land immediately 
behind popular beaches.  Dune grasslands are vulnerable to damage by 
trampling or by vehicle wheels.  Formalising car parking has helped to limit 
pedestrian access to the beach to defined routes from the car park. 

 

 
 

Informal parking on the roadside verge outside Seahouses 

 

 
 

Improvements to car park provision, Boulmer 
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Generally, car park provision only becomes an issue for three to four months 
of the year.   

 

 
 

Minor road leading to Low Newton by the Sea, a popular beach in the summer months 

 
The demand for car parking in settlements during the busier months has led 
to tensions in many coastal villages that suffer from poorly managed, 
inconsiderate parking by visitors.  Measures to prevent this usually require 
additional road markings and signage, further urbanising the settlement, 
these measures also require legal enforcement.   
 
Policy 
 
When inappropriate parking significantly impacts upon natural heritage 
features or visual amenity, physical or legal measures should be taken to 
resolve the issue. 
 
Where communities identify visitor parking as an issue, seek to improve the 
situation through measures other than increasing road markings and 
signage. 

 
The use of back-up green parking space for extra summer capacity should 
be promoted over the development of extensive hard surface car parks.  
Agreements with neighbouring landowners for providing ‘overflow’ car parks 
in busy summer months should be sought where appropriate. 
 
Future proposals for coastal car parks or redevelopment of existing ones 
should take into account sea level rise and more specifically, the policies 
contained within the Shoreline Management Plan. 
 

 
Action 
 
Seek funding to rationalise roadside verge parking through appropriately 
designed schemes.   
 
Every care should be taken to merge car parks into their surroundings and 
screen cars from the surrounding countryside. 
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3.10 TRAFFIC CALMING 
 
Traffic calming is a method of reducing the speed of vehicles on roads.  
Generally, traffic calming in rural areas has concentrated on reducing the 
speed of vehicles on major roads through villages.  Rural traffic calming tends 
to be limited to road markings, gateway features and signage.  Features, 
which, if not carefully designed and sited can have an adverse affect upon the 
visual amenity of the area. 
 
Physical traffic calming solutions, which are urban in design, are inappropriate 
in the AONB.  Traffic calming where excessive speed in communities is an 
issue can be achieved using alternative solutions, often requiring the 
Highways Authority to be bold and imaginative.  Removing the centre white 
line through villages has been shown, in other parts of the country, to reduce 
speeds by increasing uncertainty.  ‘Natural’ traffic calming outside villages; 
increasing the width of road verges and including additional planting, can also 
work.   
 
The ‘Naked Roads’ principle is roads without any of the usual clutter such as 
signs, kerbs, white lines and other markings, using a ‘physiological traffic 
calming’ technique.  This technique does not work in every situation but 
should be considered before engineered, urban solutions in the AONB. 

 

 
 

Warkworth Village could benefit from the ‘Naked Roads’ principle 

 
Policy 
 
The local highway authority should consult the AONB Team on applications 
for traffic calming schemes within the AONB. 
 
The Highway Authority should be bold when seeking solutions to excessive 
speed through settlements.  Schemes that increase uncertainty, natural 
calming and shared space schemes should all be considered before 
inappropriate, urban-engineered solutions are implemented. 
 

 
Action 
 
Northumberland County Council Highways Engineers to visit North Norfolk 
villages to examine how ‘Natural’ traffic calming methods have worked there. 
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3.11 FOOTWAYS AND CYCLE WAYS 
 

The construction of new footways and cycle ways can have an adverse affect 
on the visual amenity of the AONB if they are not sensitively integrated into 
the surrounding landscape.  Rigid adherence to modern highway design 
standards and the use of inappropriate materials in the rural environment can 
have a detrimental affect. 
 

� 

 
The introduction of concrete kerbs and surface markings associated with the new 

cycleway between the A1 and Holy Island has urbanised this sensitive location, 
detracting from the natural beauty of the landscape.   

 
Policy 
 
The construction of new footways and cycle ways, and improvements to 
existing routes, must preserve and enhance the character and natural beauty 
of the landscapes through which they pass. 
 
New footways and cycle ways should be sensitively designed to fit into the 
pattern and topography of the surrounding landscape. 
 
Natural, local materials should be used in rural landscapes.  The number of 
signs should be kept to an absolute minimum.  Surface markings should only 
be used where there is a reasonable safety concern. 
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3.11 GRIT BINS, LITTER BINS AND DOG WASTE BINS 

 
Brightly coloured grit bins, litterbins and dog waste bins are out of place in the 
rural landscape.  Careful positioning and the use of alternative designs and 
colours would reduce the impact of this street furniture.   

 

� 

 
The grit bin intrudes upon the visual amenity of this popular tourist destination, Low 

Newton by the Sea 

 

� 
 

A grit bin more appropriate to its surroundings, Bibury, Cotswolds AONB 
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� 
 

A traditional grit bin, Bibury, Cotswolds AONB 

 

� 
 

A green or black dog waste bin would have less visual impact upon this rural roadside. 

 
Policy 
 
A programme should be put in place to replace visually intrusive grit bins, 
litterbins and dog waste bins.  In each case, consideration should be given 
to the choice of materials, the colour and the careful siting of these features 
to reduce the adverse affect upon the character and visual amenity of the 
area. 

 
Where practicable seasonal removal should be considered. 
 

 



 46 

3.12 BRIDGES AND CULVERTS 
 

The beautiful stone bridges of the past have a solid quality and add much to 
the local distinctiveness of an area; often becoming landmarks in their own 
right.  Works to these historic structures should be of the highest standard.  
Improvements and repairs should respect the design and special qualities of 
these structures, using traditional materials and techniques wherever 
possible. 
 

 

 
 

Alnmouth Bridge 

 
Significant changes that require the introduction of new materials and 
methods of construction should be sympathetic to the existing structure and 
respect the character of the surrounding area.   
 
Careful consideration should also be given to the visual impact of any safety 
fencing associated bridge parapets and culverts as these are often the most 
visible elements to the passing motorist.   

 
Works to structures designated as Scheduled Ancient Monuments or Listed 
Buildings require consultation with English Heritage and the local authority 
before work can start. 
 
When planning works to bridges and culverts, the affects upon the local 
wildlife must be taken into account.  Expert advice should be sought at an 
early stage to determine the species present, any consents required, safe 
working times and suitable measures to mitigate any adverse affects.  Bats 
often roost under old stone bridges, in crevices, holes and fissures throughout 
the stonework.  Bat roosts must be conserved during bridge maintenance and 
strengthening works as they are protected by law even when the bats are 
absent.   
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Stone bridge over the Long Nanny burn on the B1340, the Northumberland Coastal 
Route 

 
Policy 
 
Where current design standards dictate changes to the structure, works 
should be to the highest design standards. 

 
Repairs and renovations should use traditional materials and methods, 
matching the existing structure wherever possible. 

 
The visual impact of safety fencing associated with bridge parapets and 
culverts should be carefully considered as part of the overall design of any 
works. 

 
All appropriate advice and consents should be sought before undertaking 
any works. 
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3.13 SPEED CAMERAS AND 30 MPH FLASHING SIGNS 
 

Vehicle Activated Signs remind motorists of the speed limit and ask them to 
slow down if they are speeding.  A radar that automatically activates when a 
car exceeding the speed limit passes it triggers the signs.  Flashing signs by 
their nature are visually intrusive.  Their use should be carefully considered 
within the AONB.   

 
Policy 
 
Permanent 30 mph flashing signs shall not be erected within the AONB.  
When strong evidence shows a need for their use, portable 30 mph flashing 
signs are to be used.   
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3.14 LIGHTING 
 

Lighting schemes can have a detrimental effect upon the character and visual 
amenity of the rural landscape, both in day time and night time views.  Careful 
consideration must be given to, the need for lighting in rural settings, the 
siting, arrangement, frequency, style, intensity and control of the light source.   
 
Guidance is provided in ‘Lighting in the Countryside:  Towards Good Practice’ 
a joint publication by the Department for Communities and Local Government 
and the (then) Countryside Commission. 

 
Subject to safety issues, low energy consumption lighting and lighting with 
low intensity levels should be used to reduce energy use, glare, light pollution 
and the impact of lighting on wildlife.  External lighting can have an adverse 
effect upon a wide variety of birds and animals, particularly nocturnal species 
such as bats and owls. 
 
Traditional light fittings add much to the local character of an area and 
reinforce the sense of local distinctiveness.  They are a valuable element and 
as such should be retained, refurbished or replaced in the same style.  
Replacements should respect the local design and use authentic materials.  
Modern, poor imitations of these old styles should be avoided.  In some 
instances high quality contemporary lighting may be preferable. 

 
Illuminated roundabouts, junctions and road signs are very intrusive in rural 
areas and have an urbanising affect upon night-time views.  Unless safety is 
an overriding issue, lighting should always be confined to settlement 
boundaries.   
 
The illumination of historic buildings and monuments within the AONB 
requires careful and sensitive design to limit the environmental impact.   

 
Policy 
 
Consider whether lighting is necessary.  If it is, consider switching it off when 
it is not required; after midnight.   
 
All lighting schemes within the AONB should comply with British Standard 
BS5489 and be designed to minimise the impact of the scheme upon the 
surrounding landscape both in day and night time views.   
 
Lighting schemes associated with road junctions and signs should be 
discouraged throughout the rural road network of the AONB unless they are 
regarded as an essential safety measure. 
 
Lighting is an essential component of roundabout design; therefore, unless 
they are considered an essential safety feature, their construction outside 
settlement boundaries should be discouraged.   
 
Give priority to the use of white high-pressure sodium lights.  Yellow low-
pressure sodium lighting is to be avoided. 
 
Use ‘full-cut-off’ lighting, which casts light downwards and reduces light 
pollution. 
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4.0 CONCLUSION 
 

All works to the roads within the Northumberland Coast AONB should be in 
sympathy with the precious landscape through which they pass.  In every 
instance, they should attempt, by the design, the use of materials and choice 
of species, to respond and contribute to the landscape character, the cultural 
heritage, the quality, the visual amenity and biodiversity of the AONB. 
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APPENDIX A – TRADITIONAL ROAD SIGNS, A CASE STUDY 
 

HISTORIC SIGNS PROJECT 
 
Cast iron road signs have been part of the United Kingdom’s roadside landscape 
since the late 19th Century.  Legislation in 1964 brought about the demise of many of 
these historic road signs and only a few remain within the AONB. 
 
In a project funded by Northumberland County Council and Natural England, the 
AONB Partnership asked Parish Councils to identify historic cast iron signs, in need 
of restoration.  During 2006/2007 three signs were renovated, one at Glororum, one 
at North Sunderland and another at Embleton.  New arms were produced for those 
that were broken or missing and the signs received seven coats of paint. 
 

 
 

   Sign at Embleton before renovation 

 

 
 

Sign at Embleton after renovation (note detraction of setting by inappropriately scaled 
brown tourist signs) 
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A ‘new’ pilot historic sign which could be used in the future to replace modern, ugly, 
signage clusters which detract from the beauty of the AONB, was also installed at 
Embleton.  
 

 
 

The ‘new’ pilot sign, Embleton 

 

 
 

The Northumberland Coast AONB finial, Embleton 
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APPENDIX B - GATEWAY FEATURES AND VILLAGE SIGNS,  
A CASE STUDY - BAMBURGH 
 
Bamburgh village lies in the shadow of Bamburgh Castle, just off the Northumberland 
Coast.  In 2007, the Parish Council expressed a desire to improve the visual amenity 
of the entrances to the village.   
 
There are four roads leading into Bamburgh; the main Northumberland Coastal route 
approaches from the north and west on the B1342, Radcliffe Road and from the 
south on the B1340, Links Road, the B1341, Lucker Road, approaches from the 
southwest and a minor road, Ingram Road, approaches the village from the 
southeast.   
 
The entrances into Bamburgh from the B1342 and the B1340 each have highways 
signage, which identifies the village and shows the 30 mph speed limit.  These 
oversized grey backed signs detract from the historic setting. 

 

 
 

Existing signage and road markings on the southern approach to Bamburgh, the B1340 

 
A Landscape Architect was commissioned to design a gateway or an entrance 
feature for the village.  However, they concluded that any feature would be 
inappropriate against the backdrop of Bamburgh Castle, which is in plain sight from 
all entrances.   
 
As a result, Northumberland County Council Highways were commissioned to design 
an appropriate village entrance sign to be erected alongside the three main routes 
into Bamburgh, the B1340, the B1341 and the B1342.   

 
These signs would replace the oversized grey backed signs that detract from the 

historic setting. 

 
 


