
Seahouses 
 
Westfield Double Ditched Enclosure Cropmark 
 

 
 
Local List Code: SE3001 (ARCH) 
 
HER Site Name: Westfield double ditched enclosure cropmark 
 
HER Number: 5904 
 
OS Location: NU2066131974 
 
Description: Cropmarks of a double ditched oval enclosure, possibly a defended site, recorded 
from the air in 1977 at NU206320. The features comprise a nearly circular ditched enclosure, 
about 82m across, the ditch being about 10m wide. Placed concentrically within this is a second 
enclosure, 52m across, indicated by what appears to be a palisade slot. A further concentric 
palisade slot has also been identified outside the main ditch on the N, but probably continued all 
the way around. There is an entrance through the inner and the outer ditch on the SE side and 
outside this two further, short lengths of palisade slot define a forecourt area. Traces of a further 
ditched feature at this entrance possibly provided additional defensive strength at the entrance. 
Another potential entrance is visible to the W. The site is undated but morphological parallels 
suggest a date in the early part of the first millennium BC, making the site Bronze Age, though 
other sources suggest that the site could be Iron Age.  
 
Criteria for inclusion: 

● 4e - Archaeological Merit: Area of high archaeological potential 



 
Broad Road Crop Mark Enclosure 
 

 
 
Local List Code: SE3002 (ARCH) 
 
HER Site Name: Broad Road crop mark enclosure 
 
HER Number: 5906 
 
OS Location: NU2110031900 
 
Description: Crop marks variously described as an irregularly oval or sub-rectangular ditched 
enclosure, potentially a farmstead, measuring 76m by 55m. The site was photographed from the 
air in 1979 and appears to be apparent in images taken from Google Earth in 2016. In 2010 
three trenches were opened across the enclosure, revealing a substantial ditch corresponding 
with the cropmark. On the E side of the enclosure the ditch cut into natural boulder clay at a 
depth of between 0.6m and 0.7m below present ground level. Sections through the ditch were 
excavated to about 1.55m below ground level but without the ditch bottom being identified. 
Evidence of upcast from the ditch may represent an internal bank or rampart or simply upcast 
from the ditch construction. The ditch on the W side of the enclosure was cut into natural 
boulder clay at between 0.6m and 0.75m below present ground level, and appeared much 
shallower than the eastern side with the base of the ditch identified at 1.4m below ground level, 
suggesting a ditch that was approximately 0.75m deep. Evidence of an upcast internal bank 



was also recorded on the western side of the enclosure. No archaeological features were 
recorded in the interior of the enclosure. No ceramic evidence was recovered. One small piece 
of worked flint, apparently of Mesolithic date, was recovered from the upper fill of one trench, 
and is considered likely to be redeposited material. Soil samples recovered a very small 
assemblage of plant remains, largely preserved through charring. Several rounded cobbles 
were recovered from the ditch fill and appear to have been fractured as a result of heat and may 
represent pot boilers. It was suggested the enclosure was used for human occupation or use 
rather than just a stock enclosure. The size and form of the enclosure appears to be similar to 
others in the NE dating to the late prehistoric and early Romano-British periods. 
 
Criteria for inclusion: 

● 4e - Archaeological Merit: Area of high archaeological potential 
  



Shoreston Hall Garden 

 
 
Local List Code: SE3003 (ARCH) 
 
HER Site Name: Shoreston Hall, garden 
 
HER Number: 5911 
 
OS Location: NU 204327 
 
Description: Gardens at Shoreston Hall, often referred to as Shoreston House. Reported to 
have been laid out by Robert Mauchlen (Newcastle architect 1885-1972) for either a Sir 
Stephen or Sir Walter Runciman, c1913. Features include a gazebo, incorporated in the garden 
wall, which now appears to be derelict. A formal layout is apparent in images taken from Google 
Earth in 2016. The walled garden is to the NE of the house but the grounds, 18th century gate 
piers and early 19th century railings, are also landscaped with trees that apparently pre-date the 
garden commissioned in the early 20th century. Shoreston House, its gates and railings and a 
pair of associated cottages are all individually grade ii listed.  
 
Notes: The list entry for the House (list entry number: 1275904) refers to an attached granary, 
garage and dovecote but does not refer to the garden. It is unclear why the garden is not listed 
though it could potentially be said to come under the designation for the house. 
 
Criteria for inclusion: 

● 1c - Historic Interest: Relates closely to any statutorily protected structure or site 
● 2a - Townscape Merit: Provides an important visual amenity locally or contributes 

positively to the skyline either individually or as part of a group 



● 2b - Townscape Merit: Has an especially striking aesthetic and/or forms a landmark on 
an important route 

 
Braidcarr Pillbox 
 

 
 
Local List Code: SE3004 (ARCH) 
 
HER Site Name: Pillbox 
 
HER Number: 5926 
 
OS Location: NU22833165 
 
Description: Historic Environment record merely details a Second World War rectangular 
concrete pillbox.  
 
Notes: If the previously recorded location (the N end of Seahouses Golf Club) is accurate, then 
it is likely the pillbox has been converted into or replaced by a bird hide maintained by the North 
Northumberland Bird Club. 
 
Criteria for inclusion: 

● 1a - Historic Interest: Important links to local social, cultural, religious, political or 
economic history 



● 1b - Historic Interest: Closely associated with: famous local people, local historic events, 
or has strong social development significance (Any evidential value must be well 
documented) 

 
 
Standing Stone 
 
Local List Code: SE3005 (ARCH) 
 
HER Site Name: Standing stone  
 
HER Number: 12269 
 
OS Location: NU21573201 
 
Description: A standing stone is located on high ground in the northern part of a field within a 
caravan park. It is a sub-rectangular red sandstone slab which measures 0.41m by 0.24m and 
stands 0.85m high. There is a shallow hollow around the stone, probably the result of erosion by 
livestock.  
 
Criteria for inclusion: 

● 4a - Archaeological Merit: Site contain above ground remains/earthworks 
● 4b - Archaeological Merit: Remains in a substantial and recognisable form 

 
  



North Sunderland Village Farm 
 

 
Local List Code: SE3006 (BUILD) 
 
HER Site Name: Village Farm, North Sunderland 
 
HER Number: 15320 
 
OS Location: NU21123153 
 
Description: Village Farm consists of a series of buildings on two adjoining plots. An 
archaeological evaluation and building recording, conducted by University of Durham 
Archaeological Services, found that the buildings included: animal houses and two covered 
yards (all 1860-1897 or later); pigsties, a cartshed, granary, and square shed (1860-1895); forge 
and stables (1848-1860); open shed with granary above (1848-1860); western barn (pre-1848); 
gin house and henhouse (post-1860); byres (pre-1860); eastern barn (pre-1848); outhouses or 
sheds (1860-1897); farmhouse (late 18th or early 19th century). Clearly, several phases of 
construction are apparent. The farm buildings are typical of their period and locality, but are 
unusual in retaining a group of agricultural buildings as a whole.  
 
Criteria for inclusion: 

● 1a - Historic Interest: Important links to local social, cultural, religious, political or 
economic history 



● 2c - Townscape Merit: Part of a planned layout or exhibits design intent which has 
remained substantially intact. 

 
Iron Age or Roman enclosure 
 

 
 
Local List Code: SE3007 (ARCH) 
 
HER Site Name: Iron Age or Roman enclosure  
 
HER Number: 23861 
 
OS Location: NU19713349 
 
Description: Cropmarks of an Iron Age or Roman rectilinear enclosure are visible on aerial 
photographs taken in 1996. It measures 83m by 46m with an entrance through the south-west 
side. The enclosure has an internal pit.  
 
Notes: The enclosure is visible on imagery available from Google Earth in 2016. 
 
Criteria for inclusion:  

● 4e - Archaeological Merit: Area of high archaeological potential 
 
  



 
Serpent Seats 
 

 
 
Local List Code: SE3008 (other) 
 
HER Site Name: Serpent seat, St Aidan’s Dunes 
 
HER Number: 24345/24346/24348/24349/23450 
 
OS Location: NU2125632496 
 
Description: Five public benches, erected in the late 19th or early 20th century, on a grassy 
embankment looking out to the Farnes and Bamburgh. The seats are made out of a cast iron 
framework in the shape of serpents with the serpent's tail forming the back rest, while the head 
is positioned at ground level. The seats are constructed of planks of treated wood. Their 
condition varies with some damage to the metal work. The benches are close together and 
listed on the HER individually. 
 
Criteria for inclusion:  

● 2a - Townscape Merit: Provides an important visual amenity locally or contributes 
positively to the skyline either individually or as part of a group 

● 2b - Townscape Merit: Has an especially striking aesthetic and/or forms a landmark on 
an important route 



 
 
Cistern or Bark Pot 
 

 
 
Local List Code: SE3009 (ARCH) 
 
HER Site Name: Cistern or bark pot, The Tumblers 
 
HER Number: 24351 
 
OS Location: NU2175232292 
 
Description: A circular brick structure, of which only the back wall remains, sitting on top of a 
rough stone boulder. A small circular metal pipe feeds a source of water into the cistern which 
drains out through a wider pipe at the base on the S side. The function of the structure is not 
clear, but it may either be a barking pot for boiling rope and nets or connected to the practice of 
storing shellfish, such as mussels, in running water. Probably late 19th or early 20th century. 
 
Criteria for inclusion:  

● 1a - Historic Interest: Important links to local social, cultural, religious, political or 
economic history 



● 3b - Architectural, Artistic & Design Merit: Shows qualities of age, style or distinctive 
characteristics relative to the area 

 
 
John Woodger’s Kippered Herring Smokehouses 
 

 
 
Local List Code: SE3010 (BUILD) 
 
HER Site Name: John Woodger’s kippered herring smokehouse, Seahouses 
 
HER Number: 24680 
 
OS Location: NU2215531981 
 
Description: Group of buildings associated with John Woodger who is credited by some 
authorities as having invented the ‘Newcastle kipper’ in 1843. 



 
Woodger purchased several properties in Seahouses between April 1864 and May 1876, 
including a square plot with cottages and gardens, boundering on Union Street, in April 1869. 
Over the next decade he bought more land between Union and Taylor Streets and developed a 
complex of buildings including two small buildings that were eventually adapted from other uses 
to be smokehouses. After Woodger’s death in 1876 the business was continued by his sons, 
potentially ceasing production around 1905. Records show that the complex was still owned by 
J. Woodger & Sons until perhaps 1921. After this the property was sold to the Norris family and 
then to the Hanvey family. Kipper production ceased in 1951 or 1952 and the smokehouses 
housed pigs in the 1950s. Today a single smokehouse is operated by Swallowfish Ltd who 
produce kippers on the site using traditional methods. 
 
When the buildings were investigated by the Traditional Architecture Group in 1999, prior to the 
site being redeveloped, the buildings were described thus: ‘The buildings associated with 
herring smoking are arranged along the longitudinal (NW-SE) axis of the site, away from the 
Union Street and Taylor Street frontages. There are four smokehouses on the site, roughly 4m 
high at the eaves. They were built of sandstone with pantiled roofs and had rectangular vents 
with shutters just below the eaves, many of which have been removed and the apertures 
blocked up. One smokehouse is divided internally up to roof height into roughly equal parts, and 
the south-west part has an ice house at ground floor level. 
 
‘Covered accommodation for processing fish is provided by two lean-to structures abutting the 
commercial premises and the single cottage. Cast iron columns support the south-west edges 
of the roof. The largest smokehouse measures about 13m long by 6m wide and abuts an earlier 
building. The walls are of roughly-squared sandstone some 4m high and surmounted by a 
pitched roof of sawn softwood with six unevenly spaced triangular trusses. The south-east gable 
wall has been reduced to about 2.5m in height and had two blocked openings. The roof was 
originally covered with pantiles but all have now been removed. 
 
‘At the eaves there are rectangular vents - nine on the south-west wall and nine on the 
north-east. On the south-west wall most vents still have the internal wooden framing of the 
shutters and one still has the vertical sliding shutter in place. There are six ground floor 
doorways into the smokehouse. The floor was originally brick but has been changed for 
subsequent uses.   Some of the private houses were originally used as salt stores (Nos 15 and 
17 and Nos 12 and 14 Union Street). The order of building on the site is unclear but the large 
smokehouse was the last to be built.’ 



 
Many of the buildings on the site were demolished c1999 to make way for housing, leaving only 
No 16 Union Street, one smokehouse and the cooperage. 
 
 
 
Criteria for inclusion:  

● 1a - Historic Interest: Important links to local social, cultural, religious, political or 
economic history 

● 1b - Historic Interest: Closely associated with: famous local people, local historic events, 
or has strong social development significance (Any evidential value must be well 
documented) 

● 2a - Townscape Merit: Provides an important visual amenity locally or contributes 
positively to the skyline either individually or as part of a group 

● 2b - Townscape Merit: Has an especially striking aesthetic and/or forms a landmark on 
an important route 

● 2c - Townscape Merit: Part of a planned layout or exhibits design intent which has 
remained substantially intact 

● 3b - Architectural, Artistic & Design Merit: Shows qualities of age, style or distinctive 
characteristics relative to the area 

● 3c - Architectural, Artistic & Design Merit: Possesses notable feature(s) of artistic value 
to the community or helps to define a sense of place and local distinctiveness 

 
 
 
 
  



North Sunderland Light Railway 
 

 

 

Local List Code: SE3011 (ARCH) 
 
HER Site Name: North Sunderland Light Railway 
 

HER Number: 27323-North Sunderland Light Railway/27325-North Sunderland Railway 
Station/27326-Seahouses Railway Station 
 
OS Location: ? 
 
Description: The North Sunderland Railway was incorporated in 1892, the company being 
mostly composed of local merchants and farmers. They were authorised to build a four mile 
branch line from Chathill Station, terminating at Seahouses - a journey that took about 15 
minutes - with stations at Fleetham and North Sunderland. Construction began in 1896. The 
station at Fleetham was never built and a planned extension to Bamburgh was scrapped. The 



line was granted a Light Railway Order in 1898 and opened for goods on the 1st of August 1898 
and passengers on 14th December 1898. In January 1939 management of the North 
Sunderland Railway was taken over by the LNER due to the large debt owed by the former to 
the latter. The railway's last train ran on 27th October 1951 and it was officially wound up in April 
1952. 
 
The line was almost level with a very few small earthworks, shall cuttings and embankments. 
One of these cuttings can be seen at near West Fleetham (NU192286). The track bed between 
Chathill and North Sunderland is completely overgrown, but between North Sunderland and 
Seahouses it forms a public footpath. There is little evidence left of the simple station at North 
Sunderland. At Seahouse there was a more substantial station building contained a station 
master's office, booking office, waiting room, parcels office and ladies' room. The site is now a 
car park. Only a plaque and a series of yellow bricks in the base of a wall remain of this station. 
 
Criteria for inclusion:  

● 1a - Historic Interest: Important links to local social, cultural, religious, political or 
economic history 

● 1b - Historic Interest: Closely associated with: famous local people, local historic events, 
or has strong social development significance (Any evidential value must be well 
documented) 


